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COFFEE RATIONING UNNECESSARY. The Director of War Mobilization announces that this _ 
Government has received assurances that coffee shipments to the U. S. from Brazil 
are being resumed immediately, thereby making rationing of coffee unnecessary. 
(Washington 3 Evening Star, 10/2/44) 


BRAZIL EAS NEY ZCONOMIC PLANNING COMMISSION. The President of Brazil has this week 
sworn in an Economic Planning Commission, the aim of which is the large-scale de-— - 
velopment of Brazilian resources into an economy sufficiently strong to meet post- 
war problems. A study of all Brazilian agriculiural regions with a view to growing 
in each the products for which it is best suited is part of the plan. The movement 
of farmers to such soil will be encouraged, and they will be urged to mae Se 
modern methods of farming. (New York Times, 10/4/44) ~ 





| BRAZIL CURBING HOOD PRICES. As a move toward halting the rising cost of living 
which has been under way in Brazil since 1935, the Government of that country 
has established ceiling prices for the more important commodities on a nation- 
wide scale. (New York Times, 9/30/44) 


U.S. FLOUR AGAIN GOING TO CUBA. Hffective October 4, the export of U. S. flour to 
Cuba, which was discontinued last July, will be resumed. Payments will be made by 
WFA to exporters covering differences in prices of flour in the U. S. and Cuba, on 

eo to 300,000 bags of 100 pounds each. (The Journal of Commerce, 
9/30/44 


MEXICO HAS NEW ALKALI PLANT 10 USE LAKE BRINES. Salts that are found to abound in 
dry Lake Texcoco near Mexico City are to be utilized in a new industry which is 
expected to open early next year. Carbonate of soda, common Salt, bicarbonate of 
soda, and possibly caustic soda will be produced industrially. The plans have been 
aporoved by the American Cyanamid Co., and the machinery and other equipment are 
coming from the U. S. At present, Mexico imports some 17,000 tons of caustic soda 
a year from the U. S. The enterprise will serve the Mexican market at first, but 
later it intends to export to the U. S. and to some Spanish American countries. 
(The Journal of Commerce, 10/2/44) 


EXPORTS OF MEXICAN COTTON CLOTH NOT EXCESSIVE. The National Textile Industry 
Committee of Mexico states that of the approximately 560,000,000 yards of cotton 
cloth produced in Mexico last year only about .01 percent were exported. During 
the first half of 1944 approximately 3,831,000 yards have been exported. 

(The Journal of Commerce, 9/30/44) 
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U. S.-MBXICAN OIL SETTLEMENT RATIFIED. The Senate has ratified the settlement 
between the U. §. and Mexico in connection with the expropriation of U. S. oil 
companies in 1938. The Mexican Government is to pay $23,995,991 to five com- 
panies, the largest of which is Standard of New Jersey. Three percent interest 
from the date of expropriation is also to be paid. The first installment of 
one-third was paid in 1943 subject to ratification of the accord by Mexico. ‘The 
balance will be paid in five annual installments. Sinclair and Cities Service 

had already settled. The British interests, nearly three times as great as those — 
or the U. S. companies, rejected Mexico's proposal. 

(Christian Science Monitor, 9/30/44) 


NICARAGUA HAS BUMPER CHREAL CROPS. Bumper cereal crops in Nicaragua are reducing 
the cost of living somewhat, and corn is selling at less than one-third of the 
price of 3 months ago. For the first time the country is importing lard, which 
undersells native lard. The farmers are being told that the wave of prosperity 
caused by the war and by large U. S. expenditures for military purposes has now 
passed and that only by increased production of portable goods can Nicaragua 
import necessities. They are also told that the days of large imports have 
passed because of the scarcity of foreign exchange. (New York Times, 10/2/44) 


URUGUAY AND BRAZIL LINKED BY NEW BUS LINE. An international bus service was 
established recently between Rio Grande, capital of the State of Rio Grande do 
Sul, and Montevideo, capital of Uruguay. The distance is about 300 miles. 
(New York Times, 9/30/44) 


"COCONITE" DEVELOPED. A commercial process has recently been developed in Ceylon 
for the production of hard boards from immature coconuts. The material, which is 
called "Coconite," possesses excellent heat and sound insulating properties and 
can be used with advantage for the interior paneling of railway coaches and public 
buildings. Coir (a stiff elastic fiber extracted from the outer husk of the 
coconut) has also found a variety of industrial applications. 

(New York Times, 9/30/44) 
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MEXICAN-U, S. AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION MEETING IN WASHINGTON, The Mexican-U. eit 


Agricultural Commission is meeting this week in Washington to discuss methods of 
coordinating the cooperative efforts between the two countries on agricultural © 
problems of mutual concern, The Commission was organized early this year and 
held its first meeting in Mexico City in July. Its membership is composed of 
men from the Departments of Agriculture of Mexico and of the U. S. 

(Washington Evening Star, 10/9/44) 


BRAZIL ACTS TO ENSURE COFFEE DELIVERIES TO U. S. Brazil has instituted a policy 
of selling to exporters part of its holding of coffee, to be sold in the U. S&S, 
exclusively. The National Coffee Department will allot to each one from 5 to 10 
percent of his monthly historical shipments. The N. C. D. is making this coffee 
available sufficiently below maximum prices in Brazil, which are 30 to 50 points 
above our ceilings, so that the exporters can sell here within our ceiling prices, 
Prices in Colombia are said to be still too far above our domestic ceilings for 
the importers to make new commitments there, (The Journal of Commerce, 10/10/44) 


CUBAN COFFEE CROP SHORT, The 1943-44 coffee crop of Cuba is officially reported 
to be about 4 percent less than the record crop of 1942-43, Asa result, the 

U. S. quota for 1944 of 105,458 bags fixed under the Inter-American Coffee Agree- 
ment may fail of fulfillment by about 25,000 bags. (The Journal of Commerce, 
10/10/44) 


HAITI EXPORTING MORE BANANAS, During the May-June period of 1944 exports of 
bananas from Haiti, largely to the U. S., totaled 612,712 stems valued at $427,590 
compared with 104,623 stems valued at $49,173 in the corresponding period of last 
year, (The Journal of Commerce, 10/5/44) 


MEXICAN TRON GOING TO ARGENTINA, Mexico has shipped 6,000 tons of iron to the 
Argentine on the Argentine freighter Rio Grande, which brought 15,000 tons of 
Argentine wheat for distribution in Mexico. (The Journal of Commerce, 10/10/44) 


MEXICO HAS ENLARGED FISHING FLEET, Four new fishing skiffs, built et Tampico, 
have recently been placed in service in the Gulf, bringing the fishing fleet of 
the Empresa Pesquera Pescados y Mariscos to the size of 17, all powered with 

U. S, motors. The company intends to do considerable exporting of fish in addi- 
tion to taking care of the home market. (The Journal of Commerce, 10/10/44) 
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Aes Is a core work pa oe wages, and improved working conditions for 

_ rural laborers. The law Tequires proper housing,. food, sanitation, and vacations — 
_ with pay for farm and forestry workers. " (Hepninaton Evening Star, 10/14/44) ; ue 

BRAZIL SELLS TO ARGENTINA. Brazil now the most. important. supplier of Argen- | 

tine's needs, , Surpassing the Baoan obtained from the U. S. an; Grese Britain a 


Oh combined. » (New York Times, 10/15 44) é. 
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GROUP IN BRAZIL TO STUDY U. S.+BRAZILIAY TRADE. Brazilian.and U.S: businessmen 


who are interested in developing trade opportunities after the war have. appoint— 
-» ed a@-joint committee of three Brazilians and three U. S. business men in Brazil 


gS " 
freight rates, and trade terms. The aim of the committee is to find ways to keep 
. -trade at its present high level and to prevent a downward trend after this war. 

ier Wee Yori Times, 10/15/44) 


Bait, INDICATIONS OF SMALL OC COFFEE CROP ‘FOR 1945-46 IN BRAZIL. Preliminary estimates 
_ based entirely on flowerings of the 1945-46 coffee crop indicate that the size of 
_. .the-crop for Brazil again will be small. The ‘drought is believed to be responsi- 
ble for reducing the over-all output as well as ita the size of the bean. 
pete Journal of Commerce, 10/17/44) 





U. . BUYING IN BRAZIL DECREASING. The U. S. Purchasing Commission in Brazil 
+ Ras reduced considerably Since last year its buying of certain materials. At 
present the commission is not buying, among. other commodities, quartz, tantalum, 
: tungsten, beryl, and manganese, as stockpiles built up in the U..S. are now ade- 
. quate for the expected duration of the war. Rubber is still being purchased in 
“+} darge quantities, however. (Washington Post, 10/13/44). 





EXPOSITION CHEDULED. FOR BOGOTA, COLOMEIA. December 24 is the tentative date for 
the opening of the exposition to be held at Bogota, under the auspices of the 
National Federation of Manufacturers of Colombia. Industrial, commercial, agri-. 
cultural, and historic exhibits will be featured. All the American republics, 
Great Britain, and Canada have been invited to participate. When shortage of 
transportation facilities prevents the sending of large exhibits, samples, graphs, 
or charts will be acceptable. (The Journal of Commerce, 10/14/44) 


HURRICANE SWE=PS ACROSS CUBA. Eurricane winds with an estimated velocity of 150 
miles an hour Swept northward across Cuba on Octover 16 cutting a wide path of 
destruction. Several districts were inundated by the heavy rains. The damage in 
Pinar del Rio and Havana Provinces is feared to involve destruction of all tobac- 
co and other crops and flattening of sugarcane. (New York Times, 10/19/44) The 
f Isle of Pines, which exports grapefruit, pd peat escaped the direct path of 
the hurricane. (Washington Post, 10/20/ 44) 
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SCHOOL OF PAN AMERICAN AGRICULTURE IN HONDURAS INAUGURATED. The new school of 
Pan American Agriculture, in Zamorano, Honduras, was formally inaugurated on 
October 12. The school was founded and is maintained by the United Fruit Com- 
pany to give free education for the study of tropical agriculture, including 
Soil analysis, crop rotation, chemistry, animal breeding, and farm engineering 
and management. The basic course is 3 years, and a fourth year is offered for 
Specialized training of particularly qualified students. 

(Christian Science Monitor, 9/16 and 10/12/44) 


MEXICO BUILDING MERCHANT SHIPS. A plan has been approved by the President of Mex— 
ico for the construction of merchant ships ranging from 5,000 to 14,000 tons, to 
be ready for use within a year. (New York Times, 10/13/44) 





PANAMA'S ABACA IN POST-WAR TRADE. United Fruit has increased its pre-Pearl Har- 
bor acres of mature abaca from 2,046 to about 40,000. After the war, production 
of abaca presumably will be part of the comprehensive program to assist in build— 
ing up Central America as a reservoir of strategic and essential crops vital to 
the Western Hemisphere. (The Journal of Commerce, 10/16/44) Post-war develop- 
ment of abaca in Panama will depend upon the Central American product's ability to 
‘compete with the Philippine product. A higher cost of labor in the Latin American 
area may be offset by the successful use of decorticating machinery. The distance 
for transportation from Panama to the U. S. is approximately 1,380 miles compared 
to the 10,000 miles from the Philippines. (10/17/44) 


PUERTO RICAN MOLASSES NEGOTIATIONS UNDER WAY. The contract to be offered Puerto 
Rican sugar growers for their 1945 blackstrap molasses output is expected to be 
the same as prevailed this year. The 1944 production brought 13.6 cents per 
‘gallon. (The Journal of Commerce, 10/13/44) 


VENEZUELA TO IMPORT COTTON IN SPITE OF GOOD HARVEST. In spite of the official 
estimate of nearly 8,000,000 pounds of cotton harvest, Venezuela is said to re- 
quire an additional 6,600,000 pounds for home needs, which is expected to come 
from Peru and Mexico. (The Journal of Commerce, 10/17/44) 
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SILK IMPORTS FROM CHINA AUTHORIZED, The Combined Raw Materials Board has agreed to ~ 
recommendations authorizing U, S. importers to purchase raw silk in China, subject 

to existing U. S. controls. The silk brought in is expected to be used for mili- 
tary purposes only, Throughout the war, small quantities of raw silk have deen 
flown into the U, S. for military purposes from China and from Brazil. 

( The Journal of Commerce, 10/19/44) 


CARGO WAR RISK RATES TO SOUTH AMERICA CUT, Cargo war risk rates on shipments be- 
tween the U. S, and the east coast of South America were reduced last week from 1 
to 3/4 percent, (The Journal of Commerce, 10/21/44) 


: 
ARGENTINA CUTS VOLUME AND WEIGHT TO FACILITATE EXPORTS, Dehydration and withdrawal 


of bones from meats to maintain exports in spite of shipping difficulties is con fn 
templated on a large scale by Argentina, For supplies of copper, coal, minerals, ~— i 
wines, and dried fruits, that country is looking to Chile. (New York Times, 10/22/44) e 


BRAZIL ORDERS SPINDLES, The Brazilian Government has placed orders in the U.S. for 
2,500,000 spindles scheduled for post-war delivery, Brazil's pre-war textile ex- 
ports vere approximately 150,000,000 yards per year, (The Journal of Commerce, 
10/21/44) enor nrc hl Nek ia 


NO COFFEE OFFERINGS FROM BRAZIL AND COLOMBIA, Reports indicate that coffee offering 
from Brazil and Colombia are practically nonexistent in the New York market, since © 
prevailing prices in producing areas are from 1 to 4 cents per pound above U. Ss. ! 
ceilings, (The Journal of Commerce, 10/24/ 44) 


‘CHILE CONSIDERS MARKETS IN RUSSIA AND ITALY, A committee has been named in Chile 
to study the possibilities of immediate "political and commercial relations with 
all countries, principally the United Nations, rithout any exception," This is 
known to mean Russia and Italy specifically, Chile hopes to export nitrates and 
soda to those countries, (New York Times, 10/22/44) 


CUBAN SUGAR PARLEYS TO BE RESUMED, Onba's Sugar Commission will return late this 
week or early next week to resume negotiations for sale of the 1945 crop to CCC, 
Current indications are that Ouba vill seek 3 cents as a minimum and that the U. §, 
will not go above 2.85 cents, (The Journal of Commerce, 10/24/44) 


U, S&S. FOOD EXPEDITION TO AID WESTERN CUBA, U, S. authorities have begun planning a 
relief expedition to provide food for western Cuba, where the population faces seri- 
ous food shortages as a result of the hurricane, The storm destroyed $500,000 
worth of food imported from the U. S, and stored in the United Fruit Co, warehouse, 
The food loss in stores, warehouses, and field is estimated at more than $3,000,000, 
(Christian Science Monitor, 10/23/44) 


NICARAGUA SENDS MORE RUBBER TO U, S, During September Nicaragua exported to the 
U, S. 300,000 pounds of rubber, a slight increase from August, (Ner York Times, 
10/22/44) a 


URUGUAY SEEKS U, S, MACHINERY, Uruguay's consul at los Angeles, arriving from 
Montevideo, reports that Uruguayan industries, favored by abundant raw materials 
and reasonable production costs, want U., S, machinery to further their develoment. 
(Christian Science Monitor, 10/20/44) 
No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of ithe 
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